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MONTHLY NOTES. 


“ Commune events cast their shadows before,” seems to be the thought in the mind 
of Lord Halifax—the Chairman_of the English Church Union—in a letter to the 
Guardian, in which he thus speaks of the Archbishop of Canterbury's vindication 
of his jurisdiction in the trial of the Bishop of Lincoln : “ Do not let us forget the 
bearing which the position claimed for the See of Canterbury has upon the great 
question of the reunion of Christendom. Upon this point we should look a little 
beyond the immediate present, and with an honest endeavour not to be influenced 
by our prejudices. Surely on the principles put forward in the recent decision of 
the Archbishop, and in the extension of them to a wider sphere than the Anglican 
Communion, we may discern, at least, a possible basis for the solution of 
difficulties, and the reconciliation of conflicting claims which at present seem 
hopelessly to divide the Church of Christ.” In other words, Lord Halifax thinks 
the Archbishop's judgment will hereafter smooth the way for a recognition of the 
Papal claims. 


This view of the case is worthy of attentive consideration. The more so 
if the Church Review be correct in stating that “the Bishop of Lincoln has deter- 
mined to submit himself absolutely to the Archbishop of Canterbury.” If this 
submission on his part be followed by a judgment pronounced in his favour, the 
claims of the See of Canterbury to a sort of Anglican Papacy will be strongly urged 
‘by the Ritualist party, and any appeal to a secular court for final decision will be 
resented with all the more fervour. Thus a preparation may be made for the long 
wished for goal of the unity of Christendom under one Head, and that the Bishop 
of Rome ; for if the Archbishop of Canterbury be accorded the Headship of the 
Anglican Communion in suchwise that his decision is final, it only needs, as 
Lord Halifax says, the extension of this principle to a wider sphere than the 
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Anglican Communion, and we are at last landed in submission to the Papal 


Bench in a way adverse to the claim of the Bishop of London to stop proceedings 
at his own discretion. The majority of the judges—Chief Justice Coleridge and 
Mr. Justice Manisty—deny that this discretion was ever intended to be absolute, 
or without the Bishop's reasons being subject to review. The reasons he has 
given are by them freely criticised, and pronounced to be untenable. No doubt 
the Bishop will appeal, and it may be a long time before the case is discussed on 
its own merits. In the meantime, some of the Judges’ remarks are valuable, as 
showing the importance of this case as affecting the Protestantism of England. 
The Chief Justice says ; “ When one remembers the feelings and controversies of 
but a few years ago, té find the Bishop of London treating as a matter of no 
importance whethey it is lawful to erect a statue of the Madonna, robed and crowned 
as Queen of Heaven, 5 feet 6 inches high, over the altar at the east-end of the 
Cathedral of St. Paul's, is a proof, if of nothing else, of the fact that human affairs 
never continne in one state.” 


Canon Liddon writes to the Time: to endeavour to weaken the force of 
some of the remarks of the Chief -Justice. Amongst other things, he says - 
“The figure of the Blessed Virgin with our Saviour in her arms does, as a 
matter of fact, wear no crown of any kind whatever.” However, Mr. H. W. 
Lee, who is acting for the Bishop of London, writing to the same paper in 
the same strain, admits that * Behind the head is a gilt niche; but there is 
neither crown nor aureole.” §So that, while the Dean and Chapter are able to 
deny that there is either crown or aureole on the head of “the image,” they 
have allowed their sculptor to produce the same effect by “a gilt niche” 
“behind the head.” This is a most unworthy subterfnge which does not 
increase the estimation in which the Dean and Chapter will be held for honest 
dealing in the matter. It surely is not a right state of things when—as Lord 
Coleridge says—'‘ the metropolis and the whole country are absolutely in the 
hands of five clergymen, the holders for a few years of the residentiary 
canonries, responsible to no one, and not controllable by any.” 


An interesting letter, addressed to the Rev. G. L. Fenton, has been pub- 
lished at San Remo, in defence of Count Campello and his work in Italy, by the 
Rev. J. J. Lias, of Cambridge. It deals, in the first place, with hostile statements 
‘* circulated by persons who have prejudged the question. They hold that not 
even the imposition of such unlawful terms of communion as the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin, promulgated in 1854, or that of 
the Infallibility of the Pope, promulgated in 1870, can justify Catholic Christians, 
in the countries where the Church of Rome is to be found, in assuming an atti- 
tude of resistance.” To this Mi. Lias replies: “I can myself conceive of no third 
course open to one who disbelieves these doctrines between a direct refusal to 
profess a belief in what they do not hold, and a cowardly concealment of their 
opinions. The first is immediately met by the authorities of Rome by excommuni- 
cation, a sentence which involves the denial of all religious privileges to those 
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Mr Lias criticises, with not undeserved severity, the principle“laid down 
by the Bishop of Gibraltar in his charge to his Chaplains, of “ non-intervention 
im the affairs of foreign Churches.” He says: “I have great respect for the 
Bishop. But in this case I am conscientiously bound to express my opinion that 
he is maintaining a view which is antagonistic to the first principles of Christianity. 
Jesus Christ knows nothing of foreign churches. ‘If one member suffers all the 
members suffer with it,’ His Apostle tells us. Our brethren in Italy have suffered 
and are suffering much from the unrighteous assumptions of the Papacy, and the 
system which those assumptions have produced. I cannot bring myself to refuse 
an expression of sympathy with those who are smarting under what the Italian 
divine and philosopher Rosmini, in a work which Roman Catholics are no longer 
permitted to read, calls ‘The Five Wounds of the Church.’ Nor can I decline to 
assist those who are straggling to free their country from « tyranny which they 
feel to be destructive of all its noblest anpirations.* 


— 


The announcement of the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Mareus Dods as 
Professor of New Testament Exegesis in the Edinburgh Theological College 
of the Free Church of Scotland, has been received by many of the friends 
of that Church with pain and surprise. In these perilous times when false 
teaching abounds, much of which is in Opposition to fundamentel truth, it is 


by “the law and the testimony. 


lessened by his teaching. 

The Services held in the Salle Evangelique (Avenue Rapp), at 
being largely attended; and great interest is evinced in the G 
which are given. So far, however, there has been no attempt matle to reach other 
than the French and English-speaking peoples. In 1867, and again in 1878, 
when the Evangelical Alliance erected a Salle Evangelique, arrangements were 
made for Services in several of the Continental languages; and, in connexion 
with the present Exhibition, the Council felt strongly the necessity of making 
similar provision. They have, therefore, secured the assistance of several pastors 
from Italy and Spain, who will each spend four weeks in the French capital, 
in order to undertake evangelistic work amongst their respective countrymen. In 
addition to the £250 they have provided towards the cost of the present Salle 
Evangelique, the Council are incurring considerable outlay for the special purpose 
indicated. They ask the prayers of the readers of Evangelical Christendom that an 
abundant blessing may rest upon all the efforts made to bring the Gospel to the 
people of various nationalities who are visiting Paris this year. | 


Reference has been made already in these columns to the death of Father 
Damien, who devoted his life to the care of the unhappy lepers of the Sandwich 
Islands. But it may not be generally known that for many years Protestant 
‘ missionaries have also laboured among lepers; and the ‘‘Church of the United 
Brethren” have had a Mission amongst them for no less than sixty-seven years. 
In another column we give some account of the Leper Home at Jerusalem, 
under the care of the Moravian Church, and we heartily commend this special 


Christians, of which we hear it 
is much in need. 
> oO 


| 
needful he Lord people should watch, with holy jealousy, \he advocacy 
against the ‘doctrine of Christ,” prove all 
‘We may express the earnest the 
new professor will so use his important position that the faithful servants of YD sift 
Christ may not find that reverence for the Holy Scriptures is being in an}degree // : 
4 J 
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THE DISPENSATION OF THE SPIRIT. 


thing like another Pentecost is to be expected, 


work as if everything depended upon him, 
and to realise continually his responsibilit 
in regard to the spreading of the truth of God. 
It is quite common to hear people saying, 


Great servants of God have ever had such a 

sense of present responsibility that they were 

prompted to do great things at once, often to 

their own surprise. Let us consider two 

things—(I) A great fact, and (II) A great 


I. A great fact.—This age is “ the dispen- 
sation of the Spirit.” Its commencement was 
the ascension of Christ, or, more exactly, 
day of Pentecost. Christ, in his last conver- 
sations with His disciples, frequently spoke of 
the Spirit, or Paraclete who was to come, and 
they were enjoined to tarry in Jerusalem 
until they should be endued with power from 
“on high” by the outpouring of this Spirit. 


Former periods in the world's history were 


those of the Father, and the Son ; on the day 
of Pentecost a new dispensation began, and 
the prophecy of Joel was then fulfilled. From 
that memorable day the Spirit has dwelt in 
the Church as a controlling and illuminating 
power, and on the earth as a convincing and 
converting power. The Spirit from that day 
has been most really and most fully among 
meu, and thus has Christ's great promise been 
fulfilled. With regard to the Spirit it may 
therefore be said, ‘‘ All things are now ready” 


—the Divine provition is now complete—the 
Spirit is poured forth, is shed abroad. It is 


faith to appropriate to himself, or to lay h 

for himself of this true atonement once made. 
We have heard good men praying that God 
would cause “‘ all things to work together 


Arreytiow bas lately been drawn to this 
| subject of the dispensation of the Spirit, and 
Hf references of importance to this topic are | 
, frequently made in all religious papers. But | thing more to be given from without, or to 
; too much attention cannot be given to a theme | wait for some mysterious working upon him. 
; like this, which is #0 closely connected with | This tendency is strikingly set forth and 
. | the Christian life, and om the right under- | rebuked by Christ in the parable of the 
standing of which all Christian growth|rich man and Lazarus. The rich man 
nn depends. If it be thought that something | thonght that his brethren might be led to 
. 3 more is to be looked for from God, that some- | repentance, if Lezarus were sent to them. 
| Christ, in reply, said with deepest ecarnest- 
. the sense of responsibility so needful for all | ness, “ They have Moses and the prophets; 
: true service will be very much weakened, and | let them hear them,” and “If they will not 
there is certainly apt to be a postponement of | hear them, neither will they be persuaded 
| the discharge of present duties until the | though one rose from the dead.” In this 
expected blessing is received. What all | way Christ pointed out the importance of 
Christians require is to bave the sense of | considering and utilising the privileges men 
individual responsibility quickeped and have and the folly of expecting something 
developed. While, of course, having a true | more before that is done. The great fact for 
appreciation of the grest truth, thet all | us to lay firm hold of is that the Spirit is 
7 spiritual power comes from God, it is essen- | poured out. 
. tial that the Christian man should beled to| II. A great law.—A law regulating the 
operations of the kingdom of grace is that 
. enjoyment is in proportion to appropriation ; 
f or to put this principle in the words of 
Christ——“ According unto your faith be it 
“Ob! If I only had the Spirit of God, [| ante you.” The more we exercise an appro- 
| could do great things for the Master.” Such | priating faith, the more shall we enjoy the 
| persons, rolling the responsibility off them- | blessings flowing from Christ’s finished work. 
selves, rarely, if ever, do anything for Him. | This great law is of constant recurrence. In 
: dealing with anxious ones, it is specially 
important that the servant of God should 
have a clear understanding of this principle. 
The awakened sinner is apt to think that he 
must wait for a certain frame of mind, and 
certain emotions,—for a more true repent- 
: ance than he has yet experienced, or some 
outward, demonstrative proof of acceptance 
| with God. On the contrary, he has simply 
to realise that Jesus has died for him, and by 
| 
for good to them that love God ;” while it 
ee | seems as if this prayer showed want of faith 
| in the truth of Scripture, or unwillingness to 
recognise that ‘all things ate working 
, together for good to them that love God.” 
' (Rom, viii. 18). We should certainly pray 
; for grace, and willingness to recognise this 
. great truth. With the Psalmist, not ‘show 
me wondrous things in thy law, but open 
| these mine eyes that they may see wondrous 
things in thy law.” Remembering, then, 
that this is the dispensation of the Spirit, it 
} should be ours not to pray for an outpouring 
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of the Spirit as for something to be given (to 
do which would surely be a signal manifesta- 
tion of want of faith in the Word of God), but 
to pray that we may be led to submit our- 


selves in a greater, and still greater degree to 
the power of the Spirit already given. This 


passivity. Hence God says, “ Open thy mouth 
Christ, “Blessed are they that hunger and 


of all obstacles on 
of the stone” of unbelief—a “la aside 
of the besetting sin,” whatever that may be 


Jy 
“ More light! more light!” Of him it has 
been well said—a more appropriate prayer 
would have been, “ More love to the light I 
have.” The law of increase is subjective— 
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“ the 


unto those things which are before.” (Phil. iii. 
13). It will aleo appear that there can be 
no stopping in this work of sanctification—no 


moment that our surrender or consecration is 
as great as it may yet be. A greater develop- 


. | ment of Christian knowledge—more Christian 


enlightenment may show that what was 
deemed a perfect surrender, or consecration, 
at one stage may not be nearly so great as 
can be made at a later one ; and past attain- 
ments in the Christian life, which once to 
the eye of smaller experience and less growth 


.| im grace appeared perfect, may further on, 


when the eye has become more illumined, 
and the soul more advanced, appear to be 
but the child's strivings after the goal of 
manhood. The Bible exhortation is “ Be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. v. 18)—a command 
implying that the Spirit is now available, 
and two ex go together in Scripture, 
“ Full of faith, and fall of the Holy Ghost.” 


“(Acta vi. 5, ete). —From the Bombay Guardian. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT AND MISSIONS. 
f By the Rev. Anprew Murray. 


ference year, was followed by what 
has been called a Missionary Crusade in 
. Scotland. I joined with many in prayer 


in praising Him for results. And yet I feel 


- 
© 


‘ 


i.4, it depends om ourselves, It may be 
thus stated: “Avail yourself to the fall | 
of what you have, and more will be given to 
you.” In this way the work to be done is 9 
in us. Hence, says the apostle, “ Work oct ¢ 
Spirit has beea given to dwell in your own with fear and trembling ; 
——“‘ as the earnest of the purchased inberi- | for it is God that worketh in you both a 
tance "as the Spirit of adoption. They are | to will and to do of His good pleasure.” : 
the Temple—the Spirit is the Divine and | (Phil. ii. 12,13.) “ According to the power 
blessed occupant. But there is often only ® | that worketh in us.” (Epb. iii. 20) From 5 
partial admission of the Spirit allowed by | this consideration of fact, and the law as to at 
men—only a partial surrender of their being | the Spirit, it will appear that there are vary- ; 
is made to God. Let it be clearly borne in ing degrees in the appropriation of the Spirit if 
mind that in the work of sanctification God by mea—differing measures of submission to 3 
allows to man « very important part. Troe, | Him: so that from the initial stage of being 4 
God is the great giver, but then man is the | babes in Christ, largely possessing “ the mind ; 
receiver, and in receiving there is never mere | of the flesh,” up to the final and glorious é 
men,” and of 
there may be a regular gradation—a continual 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be | going on “ until we appear before God perfect 
filled.” God can never fill the unwilling | in Zion”—a continual “ forgetting of those , 
soul, and He will not. We should pray, | things which are behind, and reaching forth | 
then, for ability to make a more complete 
greater willingness to let the Spirit work in, | resting upon one’s oars, and that it is unwise 
and through us. This implies the removal | and dangerous to imagine at any given 
God's Spirit waits for admission ; may we give | 
a hearty and complete welcome to Him. It | 
must not be supposed that God will in any | 
way destroy the freedom of our action in | 
this matter. Of course, it may be said | 
that those who pray for the outpouring of | 
the Spirit are entirely at one with us here 
Doubtless they are; but we urge the im- 
portance of greater conformity with Scriptural | 
language, and with the great law of the 
kingdom regulating the reception of spiritual 
Tse great International Missionary Con- | (a 
as if there is one remark I cannot withhold. 
I noticed with great interest a paper issued 
before the meeting, in The Christian, by Dr. 
to our Lord for His presence in the meeting; | A. Pierson, pointing out what might be 
in thanking Him for success vouchsafed ;| hoped for from such a gathering, and con- 
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even 
where men disbelieve in priests and their 
To sell one Bible in Bonifaccio would be 


them securely. 653 Bibles and Testaments 
have been sold in this town. 

A visit paid to the ever interesting Protes- 
tants of the high Alps has rewarded Pastor E. 
Vernier, by showing that the souls awakened 
and saved, last year stand firm, and seek to 
lead others to the Saviour. Fifty of them 
took the Pastor to a Roman Catholic village, 
where a school-house was placed at his dis- 
posal by the Msyor. These converte—bright, 


there every Sunday.” The Pastor remarks 
that “ wherever a compact group of true dis- 
ciples of Christ carry the Bread of Life, mu!- 
titudes ran to be filled!" Here and there, 


brightly saved souls there are; and where 


the heads and leaders of the churches know 


! | Living God, hardens the heart to a “ nether 


God outwite man’s wise caloulations concern- 

The biography of Madame André- Walther, 
by her son, gives a vivid picture of a broad 
span of our momentous nineteenth century— 


from 1807 to 1888. A word of one of its 
ecclesiastical reviewers is characteristic of the 


4 


FRANCE. 
Paris, Jane 17, 1889. | living witnesses to the villagers, who, after. 4 
A cuanecs im the time of mecting from the mecting, were heard to say, “* Had we « ; 
5 pt. to 8 and 9 ru. bas hed the excellent Protestant Charch within reach, we would 
effect of filling the Salle Evangelique in the : 
Avenue Rapp, where, amid the noise and rush 
of maltitudinous theatres, exhibitions, and 
public attractions, it stands as a little harbour : 
of rest. As many as 700 have passed through 
the hall on some evenings during the two [xe 
hours of meeting, staying shorter or longer 
as if shot, before sitting down ; some, on the ot 
other hand, sitting out the whole and giving 
close attention to the speakers ; many have 
the appearance of hearing for the first time 
the words of trath, and drink them in like | 
Trocadero has no mean congregations, on | column after column, week after week, of the : . 
| Sundays, from 4 to 6 P.u., sometimes (going | chief Protestant papers, drawing attention of 
in and out) 250 persons have heard more or | friends and foes to all the weak points of | 
leas of the preached Gospel, in a space holding | modern French Protestantism, and their 
100. The weekday meetings there are at | supposed origin—viz., criticism, pugnatious | 
4e.«. Among other religious publications | habits, doing as the world does, coldness, 
a good monthly, published in Marseilles, and | deadness, falling-of of members, uninteresting 
called Le Helévement (usually sold for 5 cen- | pulpit oratory, ete. In Paris, where the 
times), has been freely distributed around | the Reformed Church population numbers 
the Exposition to the number of 12,000. 35,000, church-goers among them are esti. | 4 
mated at between 5,000 and 6,000 only ; and 
ways and means, discuss and contrive them 
weight. Knowledge of correct doctrine, un- 
remarkable, but God has so inclined people of | accompanied by prompt obedience to the 
late that the new colporteur has sold 100 . 
He is now working hard in Bastia, where | millstone.” How can the dying world around 
resistance is intense and sometimes violent | be drawn and get saved, unless it sees light, 
through Papal fanaticism. Some sacred | and life, and love, and joy in the “ dwellings 
volumes have been burnt or carried off by the | of the righteous?” Wherever it does, it is 
priest, and in some cases individuals thus/ attracted, and either soccepts salvation or 
deprived of their purchased possession have | resists and persecutes. There is an under- 
bought Bibles a second time, resolved to keep | current doubtless going on, unheeded by 
many a momentarily desponding Elijah, and 
never noticed in newspaper columns; but 
rarely where it is looked for and expected. 


4 
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ifs. 
| 
ically cheered wherever 
took 
was 
fally 
‘Aid 
com- 
but it 
| the local branches had 
am should be used for 
oekiz 1 appointing clergymen 
| was so pleased at 
gave the same 


of 
not by any means in Bonivard’s dungeon, and 


ten 


goodness and virtue, is hailed with joy by 
our King, who well knows the unfaltering 
devotion of the Waldensians to the House of 


special costume or vows of obedience to any 
mere manormes. - 


fore, Mr. Moderator, make this Royal gift 
known to the Waldensian people, and like- 
wise his Majesty's desires with regard to the 
disposal thereof. Receive, I beg, the ex- 
pression of my high consideration.” 

The publication which made so much stir 
a short while since, entitled “ Roma, I'Italia 
e la realth delle cose,” is worthy of note. 
The writer, Monsignor Bonomelli, is Bishop 
of Cremona, and it cannot but be imagined 
that, although he has submitted himself 
entirely to the decision of the Vatican, he 
cannot have done so without asmile. Having 
looked the facts of his time in the face, and 
knowing, like the rest of mankind, that facts 
are stubborn things, it is impossible to believe 
that a man so capable of appreciating the 
situation, can have retracted in reality what 
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at the Badea Conference, was replaced Portugal on 
by M. Theodore Semain, of Bale. missions on the lakes— it surely is utter folly 
religious liberty was earnestly up at | power that never loses sight of its own 
the Evangelical Alliance meeting at NeuchAtel. | temporal aggrandisement as its chief end and 
Those whe know that “the modern prisoner | NNN «- Besides, Bishop Mermillod 
«promoter of the grossest marioiatry, 
ee of comparing this 
imprisonment with the 
to speak of it im the 
of our crucified 
every form of 
i : they have sought 
‘ to influence our authorities in behalf of full 
f religious liberty. These seem now determined 
i to maintain it. 
it Swiss Evangelical Alliance has not 
i to be its duty to organise meet- 
Lucerne for the Anti-Slavery Con~- | 
| ch is to be presided over by | the power of Christianity is being manifested, 
Romish Church! When we/in changing worst into most devoted 
evidently Rome has organised | servants of Christ—all this without any 
can do s0, native Christians—how 
ITALY. 
Kine Humezrr has made known to the | the cultareof civil and moral virtue. To that 
Wakdensian Table his intention of forward- | end he forwards 5,000 lire,* to be divided 
ing to that body the sum of 5,000 lire on | between the Chareh House and the College, 
the occasion of their celebrating the bi-cen- | which they propose inaugurating on the 
iS tenary of their glorious return to their | coming auspicious ccocasion—e moment which 
country. The Minister Visone addressed | will mark the termination of the exile, which 
the following letter to the Moderator of the | took place two centuriesago. Will you, there- 
Chiesa Valdese :— 
“Rome, May 18, 1889. 
“The faithfol Waldensians will shortly 
celebrate the bi-centenary of their return to 
their native land dear to them at all cost. 
This event, which is justly an occasion of 
rejoicing to these our fellow countrymen, 
who furnish an example of such eminent 
Savoy. And this their fidelity to his dynasty, 
joined to a fervent love of their country, 
having given to Italy courageous soldiers and 
loyal and faithful children, has prompted 
his Majesty the King to show his regard for 
1 this loving and loyal section of his people, and 
} to aid them in developing and maintaining in 
* £200, 
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he hadsaid. The submission must have been ® powerful army, and a navy far from merits 
of the matare of a comedy. The Italians | to 

haves national religion. It is surely time 
that that brave people should ask themselves | is 
if a spirit of inquiry ought not to go forth, as 
to whether s more honest and intelligent 
form-of religion does not exist. They will 
certainly find that a system which, where a 
man has spoken the truth, and spoken out 
facts and plain sense, compels him to profess 
to eat his words, will not serve them ; or in 
the long run, as a bulwark against socialistic 
and atheistic teaching and working. It bas 


been the plea that religion’ is not taught in| absolute social apostacy of Italy, and 

the Government schools of Italy, and there-| reverence for the keys. It is doubtful 
fore the children would be without religious whether the person of the Holy Father 
instruction of any kind, unless the priest-| would remain inviolable, or the Vatican 
hood is ready to give it thom. Of what kind | itself not perish in the overturning 


the religious instruction is which is given to 
Italian children is a problem not difficult to 
solve in the face of Monsignor Bonomelli’s 
affirmations and retractions. The account of 
his public reconciliation, as taken from the 
Corriere della Sera, of Cremona, is as 
follows: ‘“‘ Aptil 22—Bishop Bonomelli, 
having performed divine service, entered the 
pulpit, and, after having delivered a homily 


pa “Is it to be hoped, and is it likely, 
that European diplomatists are so favourable 
to the Pope, as that they will effectually 
bring their influence to bear on the Italian 
Government, so that it shall restore Rome 
to his Holiness? Most certainly they are 
not so now; and most likely never will 
be. . . . By this time it must be perceived 
that the great powers, whilst appreciating 
warmly the Pope’s friendship and the ad- 
vantages accruing therefrom, seek for the 
friendliness of Italy; country which bas 


persuaded, 
never take place —it is an impossibility. 
should. ... But if, after all, 


Holy Father himself cannot desire that it 


intervention should happen, I pray God that 
He will take me away from the evil to 
of my country's ruin, and the final ruin 
ligion ” 
That the sim of the Committees and 
Congresses instituted by the Pope, is the re- 


He must be surrounded by s 
foreign army, which shall ocoupy Rome, and 


the funds, industry and commerce, as might 
well alarm anyone, who ever contemplates 
such a state of things seriously. Private 
fortunes would be ruined, and an almost 
universal disaster spread on all sides. 
Men and their interests would flee the city. 
How could they remain with a radical change 
of government which would affect their 
colossal manufactures, their retail trade, 
and business transactions in endless di- 
versity, and numberless ramifications! Un- 
doubtedly all this would fall on the Pope 


himself, because 


203 
| 
will 
The 7? 
| 
suited to the season (Easter), avowed himself ; : 
the author of “The Situation—Rome and | establishment of Leo xii. as sovereign of 7 
Italy,’ declaring his willingness to leave him- Rome, together with a re-introduction of 
self, his publication, and bis ceclaration in papal politics, civil government, and penal i 
the bands of the Pope, submitting to his | code, and tactics, cannot be ignored; and 4? 
work being pat in the Index, and declaring should success attend their efforts, what will 7 
obey ensue! Here the Bishopsays: “ Should the | 
P 
declaration, was overcome with emotion, t 
mingling his tears with those of many of the| matters stand with regard to finance?” A 
clergy and laity present. | like change of government would soon cause a5 
It may not be amiss just to glance for | a disturbance in the value of house property, 
a moment at this product of Monsignor | 
Bonomelli’s fertile brain. After asking : 
whether by means of diplomacy, the tem- 
| 
| 
| 
regard him as responsible for all that 
would happen. The people would very 
soon make their power felt in acta and if 


- t 


Waldensian Church Rome in reply 
Padre Agostino. 

The Rev. Pr. Teofilo Gay, of Rome, writes 
as follows 


“ Instability of Waldensian converts,’ which 
appears to result from some 

statistical items given im the new Annwario 
Evangelico ; and | have also the June number 
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densian Church held its Conference this very 
two hours from Rome, and was kincly 


our evangelistic work. Certainly God has in 


store glorious blessings for the preaching of 
His Word in Italy. 


— 


SICILY. 


tion in Sicily, by Signors Varnier and 

They describe the people among whom 
they go, as sunk indifference towards the 
born, and to which they profess to belong 
If go to mass, or attend the religious 
ceremonies of their Church, they do so more 


as a national custom; but they are without 
any Bible knowledge, and have very misty 
and confused ideas of what religion really is, 
But there are earnest souls to be found among 
them seeking the Truth, and there is a 
religious sentiment in the people generally, 
which, when aroused by Gospel appeals, 


expresses itself in a warm and hearty response 
from the crowds who listen to hear it preached 
for the first time. 

In addition to house visitation, 
in the railway carriages and at railway 
stations, a daily evening prayer-meeting with 
evangelistic addresses and exposition of 


. | Seripture is held in Messina. The numbers 


in attendance at these meetings vary from 
fourteen to thirty-five, of whom many are 
visitors from the country, and from towns and 
villages which had been evangelised. They 
come to Messina on business, and return to 
their friends with the saving message of sal- 
vation. There are also in Messina about 
thirty “ professing brethren” under regular 
teaching, who are expected on Sundays to 


‘R deeds, There sre no two opinions as to | and no notice taken of the authoritative reply 
¢ the ultimatom. by the President of the Waldensian 
ay letter. It was Signor Boffa, and not Dr. | necessary to trouble English readers with 
ry Prochet, who gave the conferences in the | remarks and impressions shown to be ground- 
AT lees. Let the reader judge for himself of the 
3 real movement of the Waldensian Evaa- 
if gelisation in the last four years. 
lie: In 1884, the Waldensians numbered 3,775 
wi converts. During the four following years 
¥ their losses amounted to about 1,000 members 
mn I have before me the May issue of the | (350 dead, two expelled, 300 emigrated, 250 
i Evangelical Christendom, containing, at page | of the Pinerolo Church gone over to the 
+ 138, some rather severe remarks on the | Valleys Parish Churches). Therefore, if the 
4 Waldensians had made no new and steady 
"s acquisitions within that quadriennium, they 
. should number, in 1888, only 2,778 converts, 
i" while they number in that year 4,074—that 
s Dr. Murray Mitchell, dealing with the figures | during the last four years they have added 
. quoted in the above said remarks, and ex- | to their number some 1,300 new members— 
plaining them so as to show that instead of | viz, more than 300 a year, almost one every 
a decrease there has been, in the Waldensian | day. These figures are not taken from in- 
bi Evangelisation, an increase. This reply is | complete statements, but from the full and 
rt very correct in its statements, and I hope will | official statistics of the yearly report of the 
i) have contributed already to modify the wrong | Evangelisation Committee. 
By impression which the first remarks might| The Rome-Naples District of the Wal- 
4) have produced ; but I beg to be allowed to 
i the readers of the Harngelical Christendom may 
; | have every desirable light on the matter. welcomed by that liberal population, including 
Bt The very same remarks on the instability | the municipal musical band, A conference on 
, of the Waldensian converts, appeared in | the centenary of the return of the Walden- 
the Piccolo Messaggero, of Milan, early in | sians, and a baptismal ceremony, attracted 
| April; and the Rev. Dr. Prochet soon | crowds, and drew from the people at large 
published in that paper a full explanation, | the most encouraging proofs of sympathy for 
showing the absolute groundlessness of | III 
the said remarks. I am surprised to see 
We take the following interesting details 


lis ay 4 


the house. 
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THE “GLORIOUS RETURN” OF THE WALDENSES. 


Berozs the next issue of our paper can 
take place, the bi-centenary celebration will 
have come and gone; and our readers may 
reasonably expect some allusion in this 


mountain home of the Vaudois for more 
than three years knew them not. The 
churches were closed, strangers put in pos- 
session of the houses and lands of the rightful 
owners, and they themselves scattered in 
other countries. How was this? The Wal- 
denses did not leave their valleys as emi- 
grants. They were exiled against their will. 

In 1686, one of the fiercest of the many 
blasts of pergecution which have swept 
through their valleys had burst. It ended 
in the wholesale incarceration of a people 


Henri Arnaud tells us, ‘‘ they connted 14,000 


quitting their country for ever, within fifteen 
days, on pain of death. This was in 
December 1686, and amid the mows of 
winter they were driven across the Alps to 
Switzerland. No wonder many perished by 
the way ; and had it not been for the kindness 
and care with which these poor people were 
welcomed in Switzerland, Germany, and 
Holisnd, the Waldenses would have perished 
from off the face of the earth. It needed 
great faith in these depressing circumstances 


to trust the word of the Lord, “‘ Fear not, 
little flock, it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the Kingdom.” 

Three and a half years they lived in exile, 
but with an irrepressible longing pined for 


heights after another! How were they to 
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which he was visited by several of the; Evangelists. > ae a golden 
nobility, both ladies and gentlemen, who drawing-room was 
took « lively imterest in the religious con- of visitors of a class not easily reached 
vetsations carried on in his room by the | by the Gospel. 
number to an event whose 200th anniversary ee 
in August is looked forward to with peculiar | their native valleys and yearned for a return. 
interest, Time after time they made efforts which 
ts The history of the Waldenses for centuries | failed ; but at length, one evening in August 

5 before 1689 contains many a stirring page ; | 1689, 800 or 900 determined men assembled 

f but no episode in all their wondrous past is | by one common impulse on the northern 
F more worthy of remembrance than what is | shore of the Lake of Geneva. The decisive 

: known as “ The Glorious Return” in 1689. | moment had come. That night (August 16) 

A Return implies a previous Absence. Some | is one much to be remembered in the history 

¢ of our readers may not know that the territory | of the Waldenses. Their rendezvous was a 
which bad been from time immemorial the | dense wood by the lake, near Nyon, where 

boats were in readiness. Having committed 

themselves to God's protection in earnest 

iB prayer, they embarked in silence, and ere 
i morning broke, had all landed in safety on 
i® the shore of Savoy. Then began their 
perilous journey of twelve never-to-be-for- 

| gotten days. The plan of march had been 
carefully arranged beforehand, and every 

| possible precaution taken; but its success 

, was possible only to men of invincible 

determination and faith in God. 

To an onlooker, their enterprise might 
whose only crime was that they HE | well have seemed rash and foolhardy. How 
the bidding of their prince to bow the knee | were those men, imperfectly provided with 
to Rome. Men, women, and children were | arms and provisions, to make their way 

crowded into the loathsome prisons of Pied- | across one intervening chain of precipitous 
mont. ‘ When they entered these dungeons,” | [Il 

| EE | force » passage through a territory, 120 miles 
healthy mountaineers, but when, at the| broad as the crow flies, guarded by the 

intercession of the Swiss deputies, their | skilled troops of France and Savoy, whom 

prisons were opened, only 3,000 living | it seemed as hopeless to elude as to resist? 

skeletons crawled forth.” Nor was this all.| That such an enterprise, in such circum- 

No sooner had this poor remnant obtained | stances, was successfully accomplished, is 

their liberty, than they were confronted by | indeed a marvel. One feels, in reading the 

the altervative of abjuring their faith or | thrilling marrative, that He who led His 

people by a pillar of cloud and fire through 

the wilderness was the guide and protector 

of His “ Iaracl of the Alps” im later days. 

As respecta human instromentality, their 

success was largely due to one remarkable 

man, their leader, Henri Arnaud—whose 
name is imperishably associated with ‘‘ the 

| | Glorious Return.” - Arnaud had in his youth 
served as « captain in the army of the Prince 

of Orange (afterwards William III. of Eng- 

, land) ; in later years, he became an honoured 
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Their “place of defence” was literally 
munitions of rocks ;” and the natural 
fortifications of the Balsille were carefully 
strengthened by the military skill of Arnaud. 

But bow, may it be asked, were so many 
men to be kept alive during the long months of 
the coming winter? He who gave mannain the 
wilderness bad arranged for their sustenance. 
Besides such provision as they were able to 
procure by making sorties from their places 
of refage, they discovered with thankful 
amazement a granary below the snow! The 
inhabitants of the adjoining valley bad fied 
on the approach of the Waldenses, leav- 
ing their crops behind them vunreaped. 
Immediately thereafter, snow had descended, 
and here stood the ripened grain beneath it 
—a supply of food ready gt hand—a table 
spread fot God’s poor servants in their hour 
of need! The weary months of winter at 
length passed away ; but with the advancing 
season came the expected foe. Nearly 10,000 
soldiers, led by the renowned General Catinat, 
swarmed into the valley of San Martino, with 
instructions to destroy every returned Wal- 
densian without mercy. 


The story of the siege sustained in the 


conquest was demanded as well as a return. . 
was who each morning of the journey led the | Bat’ thay belioved thar He who bed t 
devotions of his troops and directed their | them back could re-establish them ; and, pro- tb 
perilous march. “ceeding the first Lord’s-day after their 
The 800 men, divided into nineteen com- | "ern to Sibaud, above Bobbio, they were 
panies, each under a leader, selected the | @!ted im a solemn league, which is known 4 
in their history as “the oath of Sibaud,” 
this was not always , Pledging themselves before God to maintain ‘| 
possible it seemed as if | ™ these valleys for all coming time their 
At Bgl. | faith, and to be true to one another 
crossed the Arve, | Whatever might befall. 1 
fiercely disputed by 600| They were once more in their own country | 
the Col de Bonhomme, | indeed, but Cansanites dwelt in the land. + 
amid drenching rain, Autumn was at band and a severe winter not | 
to every | far away. Meanwhile, place of safety and 
MEE Angost 22, after crossing the Mont | retreat must in any case be provided against if 
Cenis amid extreme hardship, they descended the elements, and the malice of their foes | 
into the valley of the Dora. Here, obstacles | more to be feared than any winter. They 7 
more formidable than those of nature awaited | resolved to establish themselves at the 
them. A body of 2,500 French troops | Balsille, « remarkable natural fortress, i* 
opened fire on the Waldeneee at the bridge | rising like « pyramid by threo rocky plat. ii 
of Salabertrand. It was a moment of ex- | forms, difficult of access, and hemmed in by . | 
treme peril, but the intrepidity our moun- | narrow ravines on either side. No wonder = 
taineers displayed on this occasion forms one | that this spot, like the Castelluzzo and Pra } 
of the most brilliant passages in thee | dot Toro in Waldensian sory; for 
struggles for faith and freedom. Harling | if the passage of the Alps by the 800 was 
themselves on the foe like one oftheavalanches | marvellous, no less so their preservation at - 
of their own mountains, they carried the | the Balsille, encircled by foes, through the | 
bridge by assault, with heavy loss to the | winter, and their escape in spring from that 
French, and scarcely any to MEE | beleagured fortress. j 
The following day, the gallant 4. 
moment all previous dangers 
were forgotten. For, looking southwards, +] | 
| 
home.” But much remained to be B 
a painful change over the face of their loved | 
country—shurches in ruins, lands untilled, | | 
aliens in faith inhabiting their old homes, , 
hostile troops under strict orders to.resiat | 
their advance. “It was evident that s re-' 


witness to the truth of Arnand’s narrative. 
When the enemy's cannon commenced to play 
on the fortifications thrown up by Vaudois, it 
soon became evident that their position was 


enveloped the whole upper half of the Balsille. 


- God threw His “mantle” (as the Scotch 


Covenanters were wont to call the grey fog) 
over His poor servants ; and thus they were 
completely bidden from their enemies in the 
Valley below. At length, when all was at 
rest in the hostile camp, at dead of night, 
Poulat, himself a native of the Valley, under- 
took to lead the Waldenses, now reduced in 


ing their perilous way along the verge of many 


Victor Amadeus needed all the he could 
obtain from his own subjects; and well 
knowing that none were braver or more 
loyal than the “‘ heretics ” of the Valleys, he 


point of annihilation. The Lord himself 
turned again their captivity, they were 
like men that dream ! 


the Valleys commemorate these brave days 


of old, and magnify God’s goodness to their 
fathers and themselves. All E i 


Jubilee.—(By the Editor of A Voice from 
ltaly.) 


SWEDEN. 


(From an Occasional Correspondent. } 

I nave many times thought of writing to 
you and thank you for Evangelical Christen- 
dom which so regularly brings me a message 
from you, and also give a little account of the 
state of things in my country. I was so glad 
to read about the conference for testimony, 
which the Alliance brought about last spring, 
as well as about the decided stand it has taken 
against the down-grade movement. It has 
thus raised up « standard, round which all 
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Balsille is a thrilling record. One assanlt | a yawning precipice, passed from semmit to 
summit, till, before the dawn broke, they had 
reached another ancient place of refuge, the 
Pra del Tor, in the recesses of Val Angrogna. 
Conesive the consternation of the troops of 

dragged by ropes up the narrow defile of the | France and Savoy when, at break of day, 

Germanasca, and planted in position opposite | they looked up to the Balsille, only to dis- 
cover that the eyrie was deserted and the 

Une deliverance arrived to the Waldenses 

swiftly on the back of another. A day or 

two after their escape from the Balaille, 

they were stil] like partridges hunted on the 

mountains, hemmed in by exasperated foes 

. om every side. Just then, a messenger 

May 14th 1690 came down, the possibility of sent to offer the Waldenses peac er 

reduced to a question of hours. Arnaud and homes, and, best of all, the free exercise of 

his companions were reduced to their last | tncir fathers’ faith. And so, this sorely tried 
extremity. But man's extremity is God’s| 4.4 heroic remnant of God’s people were 
opportanity. That véry evening, there de- preserved, j ssemed 

scended from heaven a dense mist which 

The 200th anniversary of that “ Glorious 
Return” is now at band. Well may the 
emancipated and now missionary Church of 
up your strength and your zeal, and how you 
are able to travel about and work for the good 
cause. And now to our country. Notwith- 
standing the many alarming and shocking 
outbursts of open blasphemy, intense hatred 
of Christianity and of the God of the Bible— 
and of shameless attacks on the sanctity of 
matrimony, and cynical defence of profligacy 
that have appeared of late years, and found 
many edherents among the young at our 
universities and in the periodical press—stil! 
' overs Of the Gospel in all lands can rally. | there are many signs to show that the good 
| I am also glad to find how the Lord keeps seed which has been sown during the revival, 
4 


» 
have mo inclination towards 
sepecially are the Stockholm + 
on the alert against its propagandiam, 
of course, is always active. Though 5 
m ister than in any Protestant 
ry, gained ground im Sweden, yet the ' 
does mot seem to have come for found. | 
new branch of the Evangelical Allisnce 
; for few Lutherans are inclined to 
in any outward alliance with dissenters, } 
ms their leaders openly unite with 
a atheists and enemies of Christ in the qi 
that with their help they shall be able { 
their common foe, the Established tT 
act, when James II. offered } 
fous liberty, om condition that Papists ; 
A enjoy the same advantage, and that { 
and dissenters should together attack f 
pharch of England. But we will hope . 
the eyes of our Baptist and Methodist i 
will in time be opened, and that they ¥ 
nowledge their mistake. You know | 
have also our down-grade movement | 
tince Mr. Waldenstrém, who had many ; 
with great power preached the old tf 
discovered, ashe thought, that the Bible > 
teaches that God has been reconciled, | 
led him step by step to reject the : 
, all His office as « High Priest, As 7 
Placed the Virgin between men aad ih 
#0 Protestantism, he says, has placed | 
between us and the Fether, who has i} 
been all love towards ua As, how- ; | 
Waldenstriim thinks he hes the 
the Bible on his side, he and his i | 
re profess great reverence for the Word 7. 
and call their opponents slaves under if 
traditions and dogmas, and this pre- 5 
going so far on the down-grade 
those who attack the doctrine of the 
f Obrist in England) Mr. Walden- 
this summer to go over to America, j 
has many adherents. The temper- : 
& power in our country, and we 
effort that is being made to check 
ty and immoral publications will also 
i with success. As proof of how 
that when one of our leading ' 
in Stockholm, who rather leans to ‘ 
of Dr, Farrar, took it into his head + 
a a garbled Bible for the young and 5: 
y, because he thought there were so : 
ings there unsuitable for them, he pA 
protests from all sides, and the : 
sertaking proved a failure. 
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CHINA. 


UNION AMONG MISSIONS. 


Es 


<3 


+7 
Extracts from an Address by the Rev. A. Wiitamsox, at Cheloo. 
(From the Chinese Recorder.) 
& At the commencement of Protestant mis- heathen born into the world every year. Our 
4 wionsry operations in China we were of | converts now reach about 4,500 per annum, 
im necessity compelled to act denominationally. Thus there are more than 1,000 heathen 
# Everything was tentative. We knew neither born for every single convert brought into 
al the country, mor the people, nor the work, the Chureh—a very startling fact; or, in 
Nae ue we scquainted with each other. | other words, we have new nation of 
aL Now everything is changed. Formerly we 4,500,000 heathen—far larger than Scotland 
were battling at the outports; now we are —prodaced every year while we are only 
inside the country. Formerly each for him- accomplishing a village of sy 4,500. 
et self scaling the battlements, we jh I speak in this way I am well 
Ph i; mow we that in many places Christianity is 
a fall toleratic ing at a far higher ratio than the 
: few ; now we tion ; also that there are leaps and 
4 ody, and on # im the reception of the trath and 
48 of organi sudden, widespread and permaneat 
ia om different is. I know, too, that our commission 
t could hardly the Gospel to every creature ”’ 
but now nations,” and that our success 
t al the differenc measured by results which can 
if: i, above all, but by our faithfalness in 
1 K of the magni our instructions. I mention 
imagined. ver, to arrest attention and 
bu beyond questic pombine our forces that we may 
i m nations. fil our great mission. 
percept ide of the heathen population 
but it is not the most 
‘9 bly of the question. Not only is 
ad =circumstar m extending, but immorality is 
bay ng in all directions. And here I do 
17 y refer to the extraordinary increase 
Le m smokers in every city, town, and 
ig in the land—a fact of awfal signifi- 
4 st are | cance when you take into consideration all 
ae that is implied in this vice—but I refer to 
i} Bat farther, rising 
ae ut » We are not risi 
bi esteem of the Chinese i 
| Christian ew years ago there was 
hope. 
Chu 
a’t rigiconsid ir own s 
the population which into foreign 
around us. The number of ini nly that * 
increasing at not lees than 1} ; feeling is grow 
| very moderate estimate at the present t. sne of the ominous forces 
peace and fruitful seasons. Taking the census meet in the near future, 
as 360,000,000, this gives us 4,500,000 | there was a country and . we 
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should close our ranks and unite our forces, This is our common object ; Episcopal ES. 
it is in China, and now. Christianity is not Presbyterians, Methodists, Congregsticnalinte Be. 
® mere religion like Buddhiem or Taoism or Baptists, alike all aim at this. Sarely, then, Zs 
any other religion, nor a system of dogmas, we should lay our plans so as to facilitate this 
still less © system of ethics like Confucianiam ; grand achievement and not retard it. How . 
religion plus “a power”; and that |then are we are acting! I 

“* power” divine ; and the only force under place the case before you in its naked truth. | 

heaven to meet and eradicate human depray- falaces lest I anger some, and so beg the in- 

ity and establish human society. dulgence of my brethren. It is no pleasure ; 

Wien omen die to me to set forth our divisions, but we mast 

the salons of the shin look at them. 

goes The knowledge that we To begin with, we have the Church of ' 

are all brethren in Christ Jesus, joint-beirs England with her Thirty-nine Articles, her ' 
with Him, neutralises for ever all race dis- Prayer Book, and her formularies, all trans- if 

tinctions. The brown Christian in the all thely hoping to impow 

‘mutiny stood by the English as | them in all their entirety upon Again, 

brethren ; and it is great thing to be sble|we have the Presbyteriane with she Woe ; 

to say that amongst almost every nation and minster Confession, their longer and shorter t 
people and tribe on earth there are those who catechisms, their system of church govern- r 
count their union to God, and title to heaven, ment, also translated, equally zealous and : 
more valuable than parents or houses or lands | sanguine in their endeavour to lei the ie 
or country or anything under the suv. Only Chinese to adopt their system. Further, we . i 
Christianity, therefore, can really accomplish have the Methodists with their elaborate or. . | 
true accord among racee—and alone really ganisations, the Congregationalists with their 
effect peace on earth. form of Government, the Baptists with theirs, 

We represent Christianity. We are the Lutheran Church seeking to reproduce in 
cewarss of this “Power of God.” Most | China a fac simile of iteelf, nothing lea or a 
assuredly He will call us to account. We more, the American Episcopal Church with a a. 
really occupy the 16st solemn and respon- | like aim. And 00 with other denominations | 
sible position on earth. If we continue to What a spectacle to thoughtful Chinamen | 
play into the hands of the enemy—the wicked And there are many such. No wonder they a 
one—by our own divisive coutses, how is it my to us: “Agree among yourselves, and 3 
possible we can escape the condemnation of then we may listen to you.” But this is not a 
our God. Everything, therefore, that is good the worst aspect of our divisions, We have ie 
to man and beneficent in Christianity ; every. three branches of the Episcopal Church, eight ‘Es 
thing which is important for Chins, calls on different sects of Presbyterians, six sects of | 
us for co-operation. Methodists, two Congregationalists, two Bap- 

In view of these facts, so fall of significance tists, besides several other minor bodies, all t 
snd warning to us, surely it becomes us to acting independently of each other, and in 
halt and consider whether we are using our addition to all we have the Inland Mission, . 
forces in the most efficient way. If any many of whose members belong to our own ; 
arguments should weigh with us in favour of denomination, but the bulk of whom dis- 
co-operation and economy of strength and claim creeds and systems; and unless the 
resources, surely the foregoing shoald suffice. leaders of that mission receive special guid- t 
I respectfully submit there is no question to ance from God it will become neither more or | 
which we can spply our minds of more im- less than another sect. 7: 
portance than the one before us. It involves Nor is this even the worst aspect of the 
the salvation of men on the widest possible situation. Look at the matter locally, and 
ecale, and the advancement of God’s kingdom take those places with which the writer is best | 
in the country which is to play the most acquainted. Begin with Shanghai. Iu this 
powerfal part in the entire Orient in the | city we have seven missions—viz,, the Lon- 
future of the world. don Missionary Society’s mission; the 
The great object of the entire missionary American Presbyterian (North) ; the Ameri- } 
body is one, namely, the enlightenment of | can Protestant Episcopal; the American | 
the nation ; the strengthening of the nation ; Episcopal Methodists (South) ; the Charch } 
the salvation I a el and the | Missionary Society ; the American Baptists ; 
elevation of the nation the clear/and the Seventh-day Baptists; with a f 
atmosphere of Divine truth and « parer | total membership among them all of some- t 
civilisation. thing under 1,000 ! 
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speaking publicly, said 


the case with most of the missionaries. Why 
should it beso? Why should there not be 
divison of labour as far as possibly can be? 


LEPER HOME AT JERUSALEM. 


AN eye-witness gives the following account | i 


of the removal from the old asylum to the 
new, of the Leper Home, at Jerusalem, which 
is under the care of the Moravian Church :— 

“Here, on the hillside to the west of 
Jerusalem, representatives of different creeds 
and nationalities file past us in one common 
fellowship of suffering. These twenty men 
and women are all lepers in different stages 
of the terrible disease. The halt, the maimed, 


very much larger 


in the new home as in the old. Mr. and 
Mrs. Miiller are themselves conducting them 
thither, and, with their like-minded helpers, 
will abide with them there. What wonder 
' that even the little group of lepers are glad 
at heart as they wend their way to the new 
asylum, over whose doors stands the fitting 
inscription, ‘Jesus Hilfe’ (Jesus’ Help). 
Still, it was a strange procession, and we 
doubt whether, through all the centuries of 


“Leprosy, which is so frequently mentioned 
in the history of the Jews, still lingers in 


the missionaries and nurses for this ‘‘ Leper 
Home,” and in 1880, at the request of the 
Board undertook, in conjunction with the 
local committee, the care and responsibility 
of the Institution. In April 1887 a much 
asylum was entered. More than 
twenty patients removed from the old to the 
new home. 
“The cost of the new building is nearly 
defrayed, but the ability to admit many 
more of these incurables involves the neces- 
sity of an increased staff of Christian workers, 
and, indeed, augments the expense of main- 
tenance in every way. 

“ The Moravian Charch, in entering in faith 
on such a work of mercy, feels that she may - 
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a Here, then, we have seven sets of foreign | Why should one foreign missionary be preach- 
a missionaries working seven different churches; ing to a handful of comverte in one quarter, 

: sets of prayer mectings, seven sets of com- | handful So 
Ya munion services, seven sete of schools, two Why not throw them al! 
training agencies, seven sets of buildings, attend to them? We 

seven sets of expenses, 9 ee more work by organiss- 

) of the Bible, and seven hymn books far more seemly appear- 

at least. What « waste of strength! We | EE 3 This waste of strength 

are throwing ourselves away. One foreigner |  Tientsin. There we have five 

| number of converts and the others be set free for So also at , where 
; im fact, we may 
if “his duties were so 

manifold that he could not do one duty well as 

to please himeelf. He was pastor, evangelist, 

| school teacher, superintendent of out-stations, . 

ts bistory, the ancient city of Jerusalem 
ever saw its like. 

and death. There are about 400 to 500 

lepers in the country, of whom about one- 
tenth are in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. 
In 1865 the Baroness Keffenbrinck Ascher- 
; aden, moved by compassion for the forlorn 
and the blind are there. It is a melancholy pitiable condition of these sufferers, 
| train—in front those who can still see, and the ved to found an asylum for them. It 
blind bringing up the rear. Yet they are all opened in May 1867. From the first 
contented—nay, even cheerful and happy, for Moravian Church, which had already 
they are going to their new home. Behind | found Christian workers for a similar service 
them is that old asylum on the road leading | of mercy to lepers in South Africa, supplied 
out from Jerusalem to Jaffa, where for 
twenty years such leprous patients have 
been received and lovingly tended for 
Christ's sake by volunteers from the Mora- 
vian Chureh. Before them is the new and 
more convenient 
building, which has been in course of erection 
for three years. The same self-denying and 
indefatiyable missionaries will care for them 
| friends.” 


215 


3 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM, 


; 
| 


STENDON. 
EVANGELICAL CHRI 


216 


(July 1, 1880. 
| 
| 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


< 


i 
introduction of liquor, drank God and in the Lord : 
morality having become her writes : “ The q 
there. On Aitutaki, Mangais, been a very wearisome 
af got over the awful mou: 
very it m our sales at last 
@ 
may be emuggied 
may be forced upon 
under British ot 4 
leaves the people 
knows states that he 4 
recei 
the | 
pore). A hcult: 
re congregated teferring 
sted, and mar . > had the privi 
into the t held in the + 
I was had never had 
isitors to Jonkoping 
od ministers especial] y— 
r se holding sound views on the 
ever- who preach the unadulterated | 
i from Our correspondent adds: “ We ‘| | 
, » thankful if any friend could Lis 
ago tern slides that have been ‘ce 
portion of the the same place, I have a ;7 
re. What he i find it exceedingly useful p 
thought, are not very much known. a 
length he addresses to our young 
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CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE. 


ty 


Gewernat Commirres CHELTEWRAM. 


» 


OCTORER isse. 
are progressing for the Annual Conference, to be held (p.v.) in 
22 and two following days. It is hoped that « large number 
friends of the Alliance will assemble from various parts of the country. 
ministers have already accepted the invitation of the Council to be | 
addresses on various subjects of wide interest and importance ; further 
ven in due course. At Cheltenbam the local arrangements are being 
and a general committee has been formed, while Executive Committees 
to carry out the details. 
are the names of the 


EVANGELICAL 


MONTREAL BRANCH. 
A letter from the Secretary of the Montreal 
Branch was submitted, reporting progress of 
the Canadian Alliance work. 
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SALLE EVANOELIQUE. 
Commenications were read from Mr. 
Soltau, of Paris, on the subject uf Gospel 
services in the Salle Evangelique in the 


Believer.” (John xiv. 21.) The Rev. James 
Douglas, us. will introduce the subject in 
a brief address. 


SECRETARIAL DEPUTATION WORK. 


Frep, c.8.,reported that, on May 
27, he bad visited Bedford to meet the mem- 
bers and friends of the Evangelical Alliance, 
and to report the progress of the work both 
at home and in countries. Oolonel 
and Mrs. Johnstone very kindly opened 
their house for a drawing-room meeting, and, 
notwithstanding that the weather was very 
damp and unpropitious, there was a good at- 
tendance. The Rev.5. P. Lampen, of Temps- 
ford Rectory, presided, and after a hymn had 
been sung and « portion of Scripture read, 
prayer was offered ‘by the Rev. J. M. 
Wamsley. The Chairman then read the 
Basis of the Evangelical Alliance, that all 
might know that the fundamental truths of 
the Gospel were strongly held by the Society. 
He pointed out the value of the Alliance in 
the present day as a faithful witness for God, 
and spoke of how be had for many years 
warmly sympathised with its principles ; he 
then introduced the Deputation, and General 
Field, before commencing his address, said 
that he would confine his account chiefly to 
the progress made during the past ten years. 
The extension of the Universal Week of 
Prayer and the increase of brotherly love and 
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the subject should be awaited before any 
action could be taken. 
RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN PORTUGAL. 
The Secretary submitted two letters from 
the Rev. R. Moreton, dated May 10 and May ee we 
28, reporting a case of intolerance directed Gap, of 
against poor Protestant of Ilhavo, had Rome, 
who had been arrested and tried at Aveiro | of the Council to spend few weeks in Paris 
or refusing to take off his cap to s cross a ai their 
carried at faneral. He was sentenced to evangelistic penpestive 
twelve months imprisonment, without the countrymen in the French capital. 
option of a fine, and three months more or) 
a fine of £2. An appeal has been made to a 
= ported that the following speakers had been 
- Donald Fraser, Canon Fausset, C. B. Symes, 
A letter was read from the Rev. Dr.| J Hartley, Talbot Greaves, E. E. Jenkins, 
Dwight, forwarding a report of the annual | ..4 tobert Brooke. 
meeting of the Constantinople Branch of the QUARTERLY CONTSREXCS. 
Evangelical Alliance. [This communication The subject for the Quarterly Conference 
appears in another column. } on July 5 was approved as follows : “ Loyalty 
the remarkable blessing that had accompanied 
them; the Deputations to Scandinavia, 
Bohemia, Italy and Spain, and the results in 
the revival of spiritual religion were also 
explained. The efforts continually being 
made in behalf of religious liberty in various 
lands, and the deliverance of persecuted 
Christians recently effected by the infiu- 
ence of the Alliance in Austria, Bohemia, 
Spain and Turkey were narrated ; and the 
address was brought to a close by an account 
of efforts to counteract the advance of 
Romaniam and infidelity, special reference 
being made to the united testimony to 
fundamental truth called forth last year by 
the Alliance in the largest halls in the 
Metropolis; a warm expression of thanks 
was given to the Deputation, and some friends 
came forward to join the Alliance as members. 
Mr. Arnold reported to the Council that, 
on May 17, he had attended a drawing-room 
meeting, kindly convened by Major-General 
| and Mrs. Green, at Upper Norwood, when 
| he had the opportanity of speaking upon 
the recent work of the Evangelical Alliance. 
The Secretary, Mr. Arnold, visited 
| then followed International Conferences and | with the friends there, regarding the local 
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arrangements for the Conference to be held 
(p.¥.) im the autumn. On Friday, May 24, 
a; drawing-room meeting was held at 
of Mr. Narse, Lansdowne 
address on the 
of the Alliance 
special interest was 
of his recent mission to 


, May 26, as previously 
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On Wednesday, June 12, « drawing-room 
meeting, kindly convened by R. M. Brockle- 
bank, Eeq., and Mrs. Brocklebank, was held 
at The Slopes, Malvern. This was the first 
occasion on which a meeting on behalf of the 
Alliance had taken place in this town, and 
Mr. Arnold gave a full account of the prin- 
ciples and world-wide work of the Alliance. 


these addresses, and many of those present 
gave their names for enrolment as members 
of the Alliance. 
Mr. Arnold then proceeded to Gloucester, 
where he bad promised to attend the 
Christian Convention held in that city and 
to give an address, On Friday, June 14, be 
had the opportunity of giving an acooant of 
the various ways in which God has blessed 
the efforts of the Alliance in promoting 
Christian Union, and in the defence of the 
. He also called special attention 


q 
kind permission of Miss Charies. Benjamin 
Thomas, Eeq., President of the Bristol aad 
ex 
r. 
and - | the Croydon Branch of the Evangelical Al- ; 
ing liance was held, at which Mr. Arnold gave an 
U >» | acooant of his recent deputation visit to Spain. 
meeting was held in the mission-room of 
St. Paul's Church, for the purpose of hearing » 
an address from the Secretary on the rela- 
tion of the Evangelical Alliance to the spread ; 
of the Gospel in various lands. The Rev. 
A. BR. Cavalier, the Vicar, presided, and 
there was a large attendance. - 
On Tuesday, May 28, a meeting convened 
by special circular, was held at the Bible | He was followed by the Rev. John Jones, of 
Maré, who spoke as to the great value of the 
efforts of the Alliance on behalf of the per- 
secuted. He could testify to this from per- 
sonal experience during thirty-six years’ 
mission-work in the New Caledonian group 
of islands. Much interest was awakened by 
committee and officers duly appointed. '#§ 
On Wednesday, May 29, Mr. Arnold pro- if 
ceeded to Bristol, where meetings on behalf fs 
of the Alliance had been arranged. In the 
evening of that day he gave an address at a 
service in the Stapleton Mission Hall, con- ; 
ducted by Benjamin Thomas, Esq. 
On Friday, May 30, a drawing-room meet- 
ing was held at Worcester Lodge, Clifton, by to the approaching conference at Cheltenham. 
CONSTANTINOPLE BRANCH. 
A GENERAL meeting of the Constantinople Agency, and Chairman of the meeting, 
Branch of the Evangelical Alliance was held introduced the Rev. Dr. Washburn, President | 
at the Chapel of the Dutch Legation, in Pera, of Robert College, who spoke on the funda- 
on the 6th of June 1889, at which were | mental idea of the Alliance. 
present a good number of Christians of various Dr. Washburn referred to the early history 
denominations, both native and foreign. After of the British organisation to develop this 
singing a hymn, and prayer by the Rev. Dr. idea : the possibility of union among Chris- 
Long, of Robert College, M. Sellar, Esq., of tians on the basis of loyalty to Christ. He 
the British and Foreign Bible Society's then referred to the weak begianings of the 
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Alliance, and ite enormous taken out of school and married to a man 
the popes in lignes who wes not Protestant. She made it « 
world ; the progress in harmony between | condition, however, that she should have 
the various Christian bodies alluding to/| liberty to read her Bible. Little by little 
changes personally cheerved by himeecif in the neighbours would come in to hear ber 
America, from « condition where the different read, and now in that village, where there was 
Christian sects in town were once as hostile 
to cach other as are Islam and Christianity, of Gfty or sixty men and women come 
together regularly to hear while Hi EE 
This Bible to them. 
of the The second point 
bat of E 
which 
the All coast at Sa: 
and then 
citizenship the 
me character of 
meeting ; found in the 
> can be 
7 He was 
of life in 
together 
y, th i people at 
at 
tour of 
Mr. Be ion of from 
the ed 30 Armenian villages on the : 
— im; congregations of J00 or 200 
he noticed, wi t places in Kourdistan: 300 at 
colleges for men and for women at 00 at Diarbekir; 600 at Ourfa 
Marsovan, at Harpoot, at Mardin, and at and 1,500 or more at Aintab. 
where a high order of instruction is Then there were the Sunday-schools at all 
iven, and whence the graduates are these places, drawing in Bible study very 
orth every year, not necessarily all many non- Protestant children, who carry the 
, but all taught under truly Chris- hymns into hundreds of families where the 
wences, and many becoming centres Gospel truth will penetrate in no other way. 
of It in the places in which the Evan- 
themselves. Especially had he noticed the effect gelicals was the pumber of Christian Associa- 
of these schools in raising the condition of the tions, benevolent societies, and temperance 
of some 000 inhabitants, and was received by route, And, finally, the good and com- 
modious churches and chapels which the 
the Protestants of the village, and a graduate Evangelicals have built (with some aid from 
of the college at Harpoot. In his house he abroad) were evidence of their life. He de- 
| was surprised to find a bright and intelligent | scribed the building of one church, at 
young woman, entirely different in bearing Haine, in Kourdistan, where the Muslims 
| and manner from the other village women, | and Armenians united to boycott the Pro- 
who received him in a lady-like manner, and | testants by prohibiting builders from working 
I could converse in English or Turkish, or | on the Protestant Church. The men of the 
Armenian, or Kourdish. He found that this congregation quarried the stone, and the 
young woman, @ graduate of the girl's college women and children draggei it down the 
at Harpoot, was revered by the whole village, mountain to the site, and so the whole con- 
and her influence was constant in the direc. gregation had a hand in building a church 
tion of improving the condition of the women that would do credit to any town. As to the 
of her village. In another Kourdish village future prospects of evangelical Christianity 
was @ woman who had been taught only in a/in the region visited, Mr. Bowen said 
had learned but little| that there is a growing cordiality to. 
more than to read and write when she was! ward the Protestants on the part of the 
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